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To  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 

No  vessels  have  been  trading  to  the  Port  during  the  year. 
The  Slipway  is  made  use  of  by  a few  small  pleasure  boats,  for 
which  purpose  it  is  kept  regularly  cleansed. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  DRAPES. 
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Chepstow, 

August,  1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chepstow  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1925.  In  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  year  1925  has  been  selected  for  a Survey  Report,  i.e., 
the  Report  should  deal  with  the  progress  made  in  the  area  during 
the  previous  five  years  in  the  improvement  of  public  health,  and 
with  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  that 
period  in  the  Public  Health  Services  generally. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  unchanged,  viz.,  1,550  acres, 
exclusive  of  water.  In  the  year  1920  it  was  considered  advisable 
to  extend  the  boundary  of  the  district,  and  268  acres  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Rural  District  were  added. 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1921  was  5,143,  and  in  the 
succeeding  years  it  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to 


have  been  : 

1922 

5,214 

• 

1923 

5,073 

1924 

5,140 

1925 

5,146 

It  is  on  the  latter  figure  (5,146)  that  the  Vital  Statistics  for 
the  year  are  based. 
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Geographically  the  district  is  situated  in  the  S.E.  of  the 
County  of  Monmouth,  and  for  about  two-thirds  of  its  extent  the 
boundary  is  formed  by  the  Rivers  Wye  and  Severn.  The  Climate 
is  usually  mild.  The  Rainfall  is  fairly  high.  I am  indebted  to 
your  Chairman  for  the  following  record  of  the  rainfall  for  1925  : 

Total  for  the  year  ...  38  inches. 

Average  rainfall  ...  34  ,, 

There  was  no  rain  during  the  month  of  June. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 
The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is 
The  Assessable  Value  is 
A penny  rate  produces  ... 


1,280 

£44,359 

£26,749 

£107 


During  the  year  563  persons,  including  women  and  children, 
were  given  Poor  Law  Relief,  the  total  amount  thus  expended  being 
£1,974. 


For  many  years  almost  the  only  Industry  in  the  town  was 
that  of  Shipbuilding  and  Bridge  Construction  which  was  carried  on 
by  the  old  established  firm  of  Finch’s,  but  during  recent  years  the 
old  Shipyard  has  passed  through  various  vicissitudes.  It  was 
first  acquired  by  the  Standard  Shipbuilding  Co.,  an  influential 
Combine,  which  intended  to  develope  Shipbuilding  to  a far  greater 
extent  than  had  been  done  previously,  and  they  also  had  elaborate 
building  schemes  in  contemplation.  The  life  of  the  Standard 
Company  was,  however,  short,  as  the  yards  were  taken  over  by 
the  Ministry  of  Shipping,  and  became  one  of  the  “National 
Shipyards,”  and  the  building  scheme  was  carried  out  by  the  Office 
of  Works.  The  latter  comprised  two  Villages,  Hardwick  and 
Bulwark,  and  410  houses  were  erected,  primarily  intended  for 
occupation  by  Shipyard  employees.  After  the  Armistice  the  yards 
again  passed  into  the  hands  of  private  enterprise,  under  the  name 
of  the  Monmouthshire  Shipbuilding  Co.,  and  several  ships  of 
13,000  tonnage  were  launched.  They  also  acquired  all  the  new 
houses  in  Hardwick  and  Bulwark.  During  1921  a slump  occurred 
in  Shipbuilding  which  was  general  through  the  Country,  and  work 
came  practically  to  a standstill  and  has  never  recovered.  After  a 
period,  during  which  unemployment  was  very  prevalent,  the 
Monmouthshire  Company  was  acquired  by  the  Fairfield  Engineering 
Company  with  the  object  of  building  20-ton  steel  waggons,  and  it 
is  hoped  before  long  the  yard  may  again  be  the  centre  of  a 
flourishing  Industry. 
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During  the  year  1924  it  was  decided  to  widen  the  St. 

Lawrence  Road  which  connects  the  Newport  and  Tintern  roads. 
The  contract  amounted  to  about  £12,000,  25%  of  which  was  paid 
by  your  Council.  It  was  estimated  that  the  road  would  be  opened 
for  traffic  early  in  the  summer  of  1926  and  would  provide  a fine  high- 
way for  the  increasing  motor  traffic  plying  between  South  Wales  and 
the  Wye  Valley.  It  naturally  diverts  a large  amount  of  traffic 
which  would  otherwise  have  passed  through  the  town,  and  con- 
sequently may  adversely  affect  a certain  number  of  tradespeople, 
but  this  is  compensated  by  a diminution  in  the  congestion  of  the 
Main  Streets,  in  which  at  times  the  traffic  threatened  to  become 
unwieldly. 


The  corner  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  Newport  Road  has  been 
improved. 

Bank  Street  has  been  widened  and  provides  a parking  place 
for  cars.  New  public  lavatories  for  both  sexes  were  erected  at  the 
same  time  in  Bank  Street,  and  have  provided  a long-felt  want. 
The  urinal  in  Moor  Street  has  been  removed. 

Each  year  the  roads  have  been  tar  sprayed  to  obviate  the 
the  dust  nuisance. 

A new  Cattle  Market  was  opened  in  1922  constructed  on 
modern  lines. 


The  River  Bank  has  been  laid  out  with  grass,  and  seats 
have  been  fixed  there. 


Larkfield  has  been  converted  into  a Secondary  School,  and  is 
proving  a great  boon  to  the  district  generally. 

A Racecourse  is  in  process  of  construction  in  Piercefield 
Park  and  has  provided  employment  for  a large  number  of  men 
during  the  period  of  industrial  stress.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
opened  in  August,  1926,  and  that  it  will  prove  a financial  gain  to 
the  town. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  and  Birth-rate. 


Births  98. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

41 

53 

94 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

43 

55 

98 

This  corresponds  to  a Birth-rate  of  19  0 per  thousand.  The 
corresponding  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  18  -3 
and  for  the  County  of  Monmouth  21-5.  The  figures  for  previous 
years  were  : 


1920 

Births. 

145 

Birth-rate. 

38*6 

1921 

139 

28-1 

1922 

138 

26*2 

1923 

104 

20*5 

1924 

110 

203 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  figures  that  your  district  shares 
in  the  decline  of  Birth-rate  which  has  been  general  throughout  the 
Country  in  recent  years.  In  1920  the  rate  for  the  County  of 
Monmouth  was  29*17,  and  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
25-4. 


Male. 

40 


Deaths  76. 

Female. 

36 


The  corresponding  Death-rate  is  14-7  per  thousand  which  is 
high.  The  total  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12  2,  and 
for  the  County  of  Monmouth  10  6.  I append  the  figures  for 
previous  years  for  comparison  : 


1920 

73 

19-4* 

1921 

54 

10-4 

1922 

58 

11*1 

1923 

53 

10*4 

1924 

64 

12-4 

* In  this  year  the  abnormally  high  Birth  and  Death-rates 
were  due  to  the  fact  that  the  figure  for  the  estimated  population  was 
considerably  less  than  the  actual  figure. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Measles 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease)  ... 

3 

6 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

3 

Heart  Disease  ... 

6 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

0 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

0 

2 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

* 

and  Parturition 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility  & Premature  Birth 

2 

4 

Deaths  from  Violence 

0 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

6 

3 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

1 

Total  ...  40 

. 36 

Infant  Mortality. 

Nine  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 
None  of  them  were  illegitimate.  Six  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
premature  birth.  This  corresponds  to  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of 
91 '8  per  thousand  births  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  it  has 
been  in  recent  years.  In  dealing  with  figures  of  such  comparative- 
ly small  dimensions,  the  death  of  one  infant,  more  or  less,  will 
make  a considerable  alteration  in  the  Mortality  rate. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  75,  and 
that  for  the  County  of  Monmouth  83  8. 

The  figures  for  previous  years  were  : 

Deaths  under  1 year.  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


1920 

• • • 

10 

68 

1921 

• • • 

9 

61-6 

1922 

8 

57-9 

1923 

• • • 

6 

57-6 

1924 

• • • 

9 

81-8 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  County  Council. 

1 Tuberculosis. 

The  administration  of  the  care  of  patients  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association,  under  a contract  with  the  County  Council.  There 
is  a hospital  at  Cefn  Mably,  Glamorganshire,  for  acute  cases 
and  those  requiring  observation.  The  Sanatorium  is  situated 
at  Talgarth,  Breconshire,  and  a hospital  for  cases  of  surgical 
tuberculosis  at  Gian  Ely,  Cardiff. 

2.  Maternity  and  Children. 

A new  Maternity  Hospital  for  the  county  is  in  process  of 
organisation  by  the  County  Council.  It  is  situated  at  the 
Coldra,  near  Newport,  and  will  have  accommodation  for  about 
40  cases.  The  County  Council  also  makes  provision  for  the 
orthopaedic  treatment  of  crippled  children. 

3.  Fever. 

The  joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  Chepstow  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  is  situated  about  one  mile  from  the  town  in  the 
Rural  District  and  is  maintained  by  both  Councils.  It  has  accom- 
modation for  forty  patients,  with  separate  wings  for  Scarlet 
Eever  and  Diphtheria. 

4.  Small  Pox. 

The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the 
isolation  of  any  case  of  Small  Pox  which  may  occur. 

5.  Other  Hospitals. 

Regent  House,  Chepstow,  maintained  by  the  Chepstow 
Board  of  Guardians,  is  available  for  patients  in  receipt  of  Poor 
Law  Relief.  They  are  mainly  of  a chronic  type. 

The  Chepstow  and  District  Hospital  was  opened  in  1921. 
The  site  was  formerly  known  as  Gwy  House  which  was  utilized 
as  an  auxiliary  Red  Cross  Hospital  during  the  War.  After 
numerous  internal  structural  alterations  had  been  made,  an 
excellent  hospital,  fitted  with  an  up-to-date  operating  theatre, 
was  provided.  There  is  a visiting  medical  and  surgical  staff, 
and  about  200  in-patients  are  treated  annually.  The  hospital 
is  maintained  partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  including  a well- 
organised  workmen’s  fund,  and  partly  by  fees  received  from 
private  patients. 
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Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital,  Mount  Pleasant. — This 
hospital  was  built  at  the  time  when  the  Shipyards  were  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Shipping,  and  was  originally 
intended  to  be  of  a military  nature.  When  the  necessity  for 
such  an  institution  ceased  to  exist  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions,  whose  property  it  now  is.  It  has  accom- 
modation for  200  patients.  At  first  these  were  of  the 
neurasthenic  type,  but  in  the  year  1923  it  was  converted  into 
a general  hospital  for  medical  and  surgical  cases.  In  addition 
to  the  Medical  Superintendent  there  are  two  resident  Medical 
Officers  and  three  visiting  Consultants. 

Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers , illegitimate  and 
homeless  children  is  available  at  the  Union  Infirmary,  Regent 
House,  Chepstow.  Illegitimate  children  are  admitted,  and  after 
the  age  of  three  are  transferred  to  the  Cottage  Homes  at 
Sudbrook,  which  are  also  maintained  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians.  There  is  a hostel  for  unmarried  mothers  during 
their  first  confinement,  at  Nantyderry,  near  Abergavenny.  It 
is  partly  maintained  by  grants  from  public  bodies  and  partly 
by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A horse  ambulance  is  provided  for  transferring  patients 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  no  local  ambulance  for  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases.  In  case  of  necessity  one  can  be  obtained  from 
Newport,  from  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Clinics  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Clinics, 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  and  are  described  under  their  respective  headings. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(part-time)  who  holds  a similar  appointment  under  the  Rural 
Council,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  N.  Jefferies,  who  is 
a whole-time  officer,  and  holds  the  office  of  Surveyor  and 
Inspector.  He  is  a member  of  the  Institution  of  Municipal 
and  County  Engineers,  and  a member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 
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Professional  Nursing. 

There  is  a resident  District  Nurse  provided  by  the 
Chepstow  Nursing  Association.  Her  salary  is  partly  provided 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  to  which  the  committee  of  the 
Workmen’s  Fund  makes  a gtnerous  contribution,  and  partly 
by  small  fees  charged  to  patients  who  are  in  a position  to  pay. 

There  are  no  local  arrangements  for  the  nursing  of 
infectious  cases,  but  the  County  Council  provides  nurses  for 
such  cases  during  epidemics. 

Midwives. 

There  are  five  nurses  resident  in  the  town  who  hold  the 
diploma  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Only  two  of  them 
are  engaged  in  practice  as  Midwives  and  neither  of  them  are 
subsidized  by  any  public  authority. 

Chemical  Work. 

Samples  of  food,  milk,  water,  etc.,  are  examined  by  the 
County  Analyst,  Mr.  Gr.  Rudd  Thompson,  Dock  Street,  Newport. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

All  the  ordinary  Public  Health  Acts.  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  Bye-laws  were  approved  on  October  5th,  1924.  The 
Council  has  also  adopted  Parts  II.  to  Y.  (inclusive)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  is  derived  from 
Chepstow  Park  and  Rogerstone  Orange.  In  1920  an  additional 
supply  was  acquired  from  the  Olyn  Brook.  The  supply  has  on 
all  occasions  proved  adequate  and  maintains  its  excellent 
qualities. 

River  Pollution.  Nothing  of  this  nature  has  occurred. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Practically  all  the  houses  in  the 
area  are  sewered,  and  the  sewerage  flows  direct  by  gravitation 
to  three  outlets  into  the  River  Wye.  There  are  a few  cess-pits 
to  buildings  where  no  sewer  is  available,  and  these  are 
periodically  cleansed  by  the  owners  In  the  event  of  any 
extensive  building  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  St. 
Lawrence  Road,  the  question  of  extension  of  sewers  will  have 
to  be  considered. 
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Scavenging.  The  house  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly 
by  the  Couucil’s  horses  and  carts,  except  at  Hardwick  and 
Bulwark,  where  it  is  collected  once  weekly.  The  refuse  is 
deposited  at  the  Council’s  quarry  tip  at  Mounton  Road  and  at 
the  tip  on  land  belonging  to  the  Council  at  Hardwick 

Smoke  Abatement.  Since  the  closing  of  the  Electricity 
Works  in  Nelson  Street  there  have  not  been  any  complaints  of 
nuisances  due  to  smoke. 

Lodging  Houses.  There  are  two  registered  Lodging 
Houses  in  the  district  to  which  twelve  visits  have  been  made. 
Electric  light  has  been  installed  into  one  of  them  instead  of 
gas  which  was  considered  to  be  dangerous  In  addition,  first 
aid  fire  pumps  have  been  provided  on  each  floor. 

Schools.  Owing  to  complaints  concerning  the  defective 
condition  of  the  drains  and  water  supply  at  the  Bridge  Street 
Schools,  the  drains  were  relaid  and  a new  water  supply 
installed  in  1924. 

HOUSING. 

Owing  to  the  erection  of  the  two  Garden  Villages  of 
Hardwick  and  Bulwark,  which  were  originally  intended  for 
occupation  by  Shipyard  workers,  there  has  been  no  shortage 
of  houses.  As  so  many  Shipyard  workers  have  left  the  district 
during  the  last  two  years,  a certain  number  of  houses  in 
Bulwark  and  Hardwick  have  been  let  to  railway  officials  and 
others,  whose  work  is  at  Newport  and  Severn  Tunnel  Junction, 
in  addition  to  those  who  are  employed  locally.  In  consequence 
of  this  there  has  been  no  important  change  in  population,  nor 
is  any  such  change  anticipated  in  the  near  future. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with,  due  to 
tenants  sub  letting  a portion  of  their  houses. 

The  area  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thomas  Street  contains 
many  unhealthy  houses,  but  the  owners  keep  them  in  repair  to 
such  extent  as  is  practicable.  Four  years  ago  plans  were 
prepared  for  dealing  with  the  area,  and  demolishing  a certain 
number  of  the  houses  and  providing  a new  road  opening  into 
Welsh  Street.  These  had  to  be  abandoned  for  the  time  owing 
to  motives  of  economy. 
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Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — - 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919  or  1923  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  and  not  completed  3 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceeding  sub- heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  5 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied.  ...  ...  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 
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INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

There  are  no  food  industries  except  Slaughter  Houses  and 
Bakehouses. 

1.  Milk.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc. 


Wholesale  Producers  ...  4 

Retailers  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Cowsheds  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  16 


Grade  “ A Milk  is  supplied  by  two  vendors.  Samples  of 
milk  are  taken  periodically  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
examined  in  the  County  Laboratory. 

2.  Meat.  Slaughter  Houses. 

1920.  Jan.  1925.  Dec.  1925. 

Registered  ...  5 6 6 

Licensed  ...  0 0 0 


Totals  ...  5 6 6 

The  Slaughter  Houses  are  inspected  at  irregular  intervals. 
Twenty-four  such  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  minor 
defects  dealt  with. 

No  meat  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

3.  Bakehouses. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  ..  7 

Inspections  ...  ...  25 

They  are  clean  and  well-kept. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Council  is  not  an  Authority  under  these  Acts. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  not  been  high.  The 
following  cases  were  notified  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  14 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  6 

Tuberculosis  (Non-pulmonary)  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  2 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  the  fourteen  cases  which  occurred  eleven  could  be  traced 
to  infection  outside  the  district.  All  the  cases  were  isolated  in 
hospital.  One  case,  of  a virulent  type,  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  Two  died  on  the 
day  they  were  first  seen.  The  other  two  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital  and  both  recovered. 

Pneumonia. 

Eight  cases  were  motified  all  of  whom  were  treated  at  home. 
Three  were  fatal.  Seven  deaths  were  reported  as  being  due  to 
pneumonia  during  the  year,  so  it  would  appear  that  several  cases 
were  not  notified. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  both  being  young  children.  There 
was  a fatal  ending  in  each  case. 

1 append  a table  showing  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
during  the  previous  five  years,  and  an  analysis  of  the  total  cases 


and  deaths  during  1925  according  to  age  groups  : — 

Disease. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

18 

30 

4 

4 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

12 

11 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

8 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

4 

5 

2 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  (Non-pulmonary  6 

1 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Totals 

26 

31 

54 

27 

17 

16 


Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  according 

to  Age  Group. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


AGE  GROUPS. 


DISEASE. 

Under 

1 

Year 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 

to 

4 

4 
to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Total 

all 

ages 

No. 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

3 

14 

14 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

,,  (Non- Pulmonary) 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

7 

3 

9 

3 

3 

1 

35 

21 
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The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Parish  of  St. 
Aryans,  about  one  mile  from  the  town,  and  has  accommodation 
for  35  patients,  though  in  times  of  pressure  the  number  has 
been  increased  to  40.  Normally,  only  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  are  admitted,  but  whenever  possible,  if  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  occur,  they  are  admitted  also. 

Diphtheria  antitoxim  is  supplied  free  in  all  cases.  No 
use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  nor  has  any  method  of  immun- 
ization against  these  diseases  been  used. 

Four  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  have  been  notified 
during  the  period  under  consideration  all  of  which  were  fatal. 
Twenty-seven  cases  of  Pneumonia  have  been  notified  during 
the  same  period,  but  a certain  number  of  cases  occur  annually 
which  are  not  notified. 


I have  not  performed  any  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
1917,  but  during  the  epidemic  of  Smallpox  which  occurred  in 
Gloucester  in  1923,  I vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  about  1,500 
persons,  in  my  capacity  as  Public  Vaccinator. 

Since  the  year  1919  Influenza  has  not  occurred  in 
epidemic  form  and  the  mortality  therefrom  has  been  negligible 
There  have  been  periodic  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Chickenpox  which  call  for  no  special  comment. 


All  premises  which  have  been  occupied  by  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  or  premises  in  which  fatal 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  occurred,  have  been  disinfected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens. 
They  are  specially  valuable  in  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria, 
Venereal  Diseases  and  Enteric  Fever.  On  several  occasions 
one  of  the  County  Pathologists  has  made  personal  visits  to  the 
patients,  and  rendered  invaluable  assistance. 
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Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  seven  new  cases  were  notified,  six  of 
which  were  pulmonary.  Five  received  treatment  in  hospital, 
and  three  have  since  died.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  cases  notified  in  preceding  years.  The  numbers 
differ  somewhat  from  those  which  have  appeared  in  previous 
reports,  as  in  some  instances  the  latter  figures  were  found 
to  be  incorrect  when  the  Register  was  revised. 


YEAR. 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

REMOVED  TO 
HOSPITAL. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Male.  Female 

Male.  Female 

Male.  Female 

Male.  Female 

Male.  Female 

1921 

2 3 

1 

2 3 

1 2 

1 

1922 

3 2 

1 

3 1 

2 3 

2 

1923 

6 3 

2 2 

4 2 

1 1 

• 

1 1 

1924 

2 4 

1 3 

1 2 

TOTALS 

13  12 

4 2 

10  9 

5 8 

2 3 

The  following  table  is  an  analysis  of  the  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  the  deaths  from  the  disease  which  occurred 
during  1925  : 


AGE  PERIODS. 


NEW  CASES. 


0—1 

1—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and  upwards 
TOTALS 


Pulmonary 

Non-pu 

Imonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

DEATHS. 


Pulmonary 


Male  Female 


Non-pulmona  ry 


Male  Female 
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In  a certain  number  of  cases  a death  certificate  is  the 
first  intimation  that  a patient  has  been  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  but  such  cases  are  becoming  less  frequent. 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  under  contract  with  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association.  The  visiting  physicians 
of  the  latter  body  attend  weekly  at  the  Visiting  Station,  Moor 
Street,  Chepstow,  and  report  on  all  cases  referred  to  them  by 
local  practitioners.  They  also  visit  any  cases  at  their  homes 
who  are  too  ill  to  attend.  The  Association  provides  hospital 
and  sanatorium  treatment — the  former  at  Cefn  Mably,  Glamor- 
ganshire, and  the  latter  at  Talgarth,  Breconshire.  Cases  of 
Surgical  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Gian  Ely  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

I must  again  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  Carveth 
Johnson,  M.D.,  and  his  colleagues  for  their  unfailing  assistance 
in  dealing  with  all  cases  referred  to  them,  and  in  the  super- 
vision of  “ home  contacts.”  In  a few  cases  shelters  have  been 
supplied  for  the  treatment  of  patients  in  their  homes. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Cases,  which  are  exceedingly  rare  in  your  District,  are 
dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  (Venereal  Disease)  Regu- 
lations, 1916.  Facilities  for  treatment  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  by  arrangement  with  the  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital.  All  treatment  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  patients 
of  both  sexes.  One  practitioner  in  your  area  is  qualified  to 
receive  free  supplies  of  arsenobenzol  compounds.  He  has  not 
required  any  supply  during  the  past  year. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
pathological  examination  of  all  cases  have  proved  most  useful, 
and  practitioners  have  availed  themselves  of  them  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Bridge 
Street  Schools,  Chepstow,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  attendances,  which  include 
some  cases  from  the  Rural  District,  average  over  60  per  week, 
and  have  steadily  increased  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
Centre.  A few  anti-natal  cases  are  also  treated,  but  lack  of 
suitable  accommodation  prevents  much  of  that  type  of  work. 
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Breast  feeding  is  encouraged  whenever  possible,  but  if  this 
fails  the  mothers  are  supplied  with  proprietary  foods  at  cost 
price. 

In  a few  really  necessitious  cases  free  food  has  been 
supplied,  and  also,  in  some  cases  in  conjunction  with  the  Board 
of  G-uardians.  A County  Council  Health  visitor  calls  to  see 
every  baby  soon  after  birth,  and  maintains  a regular  super- 
vision during  its  early  years 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  in  1921  which 
recovered. 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified,  one 
in  1921  and  one  in  1922.  Both  were  treated  immediately,  and 
in  neither  case  was  there  any  apparent  impairment  of  vision. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances). 

Number  of 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  4 2 

Totals  ...  4 2 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  2 2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

Totals  ...  2 2 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  DRAPES. 


